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The setting for our piece is a factory. The Krupp Factory is an actual factory in 
Essen, Germany. The company was famous for production of steel, artillery, 
ammunition and other armaments. It produced steel used to build railroads in 
the United States and to cap the Chrysler Building.  
During the time of the Third Reich, once the Nazi Party came to power, the 
Krupp company supported the Nazi regime and employed slave labour in their 
factories. The company had a workshop near the Auschwitz death camp. The 
painting used at the beginning of our piece is a reproduction of Heinrich Kley’s 
The Demons of Krupp. It was commissioned by the Krupp family to demon-
strate their creative forces at work. In light of their contribution to the Holo-





The musical Cabaret (first produced in 1966) is based on Christopher Isher-
wood’s autobiographical novel The Berlin Stories and John Van Druten’s play     
I Am A Camera. This title phrase comes from Isherwood’s own character in the 
novel who explains “I am a camera with its shutter open, quite passive, record-
ing, not thinking.” In this sense Isherwood, like most of Berlin, was a witness to 
many atrocities. Isherwood had gone to Berlin in the early 1930s to experience 
the freedoms and excesses it offered. Our Cabaret is set during the latter years 
of the Weimar Republic in Berlin, Germany (1930 – 1933). The Weimar period 
was an extremely progressive time. Great leaps were made in terms of the arts, 
science and human rights. However, it was also an historically difficult time for 
Germany as it was paying reparations for WWI, recovering from intense hyper-
inflation and suffering from high unemployment following the stock market 
crash.  
While in Berlin, Isherwood personally witnessed the rise of what many thought 
was a “joke of a  leader” of the National Socialist German Worker’s Party 
(NSDAP), better known as the Nazi Party. His name was Adolf Hitler. Previously 
serving in the German army in WWI, he did not campaign on any specific poli-
cies, but instead promised a “new” vision of leadership. He used slogans, such 
as “Let’s make Germany great again.” He portrayed the existing political sys-
tems as fundamentally corrupt, incompetent, and, most importantly, unable to 
generate decisive action in the face of pressing problems. Hitler presented his 
personal character (as outlined in his book Mein Kampf i.e. My Struggle) as the 
antidote to all social and political problems of the time. He suggested that his 
own personal 'struggle' shaped him into an authentic leader, capable of over-
coming adversity through the sheer force of his character. He claimed that he 
would boost the economy, decrease unemployment and, following his election 
victory in 1933, he employed propaganda and censorship as his weapons. He 
removed all other political parties, obliterated basic human rights and created 
a war on immigration. He blamed members of the Jewish faith and those he 
considered “non-Germans” for the country’s ills at the time.  
As Harold Prince, who directed the original production advised, Cabaret is not 
necessarily a real place, but instead a metaphor. It represents that place that 
members of a society go when the oppression is too great to bear. There is al-
ways something (sex, drugs, alcohol, entertainment, social media) to distract us 
from the truth i.e. what is actually happening around us. There is always some 
sort of Emcee-type character that lures us away from the cruel reality. As mem-
bers of a society we often bear witness to horrors, but pretend that they are 
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Director:           Dr. Marc Richard 
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The Band 
Patrick Bowman:  Piano 
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Tom Skublics:  Alto Sax, Tenor Sax, Clarinet  
Rob Somerville:  Trombone 
 
 
     
 
*The participation of these Artists are arranged by permission of Canadian Actors’ Equity 
Association under the provisions of the Dance•Opera•Theatre Policy  
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